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There are six main plastic materals used for the
production of packaging (usually known by their
initiaks): PET, HOPE, PYC, LDPE, PP and PS. All of
these are thermoplastics

Thermoplastics are ideal for use in packaging as they
can be reheated, reshaped and can therefore be
recycled. Wiithout these plastics we could not make
many of the unique and uausual designs in moderm
packaging

Plastics for sheet modelling
Plastics are available in sheet form and can be used
for a wide range of applications for graphic products

Plastics for block modelling

Sheet plestics such as acrylc can be lamineted (glued
together) in order to produce a thick block for the
production of some models. I is, however, expanded
Dolystyrene and Styrofoam that are best used for
block modeliing.
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Expanded polystyrene
Expanded polystyrene can be obtained free from the
packaging of electrical praducts. Blocks can be
achieved by glueing several pieces together using
PVA glue. It is extremely easy fo cut with hot wire
cutters but tends to crumble when sheped or sanded

Styrofoam

Styrofoam s a specialist modelling material for
producing concept models. The advariages of using
Styrofoam over laminated MDF are that it is easier to
cut and shape. Because of is density, Styrofoam cen
be sanded 10 a very smaoth finish and painted using
acrylic paints

= Things to do s
1 Collect examples of sheet plstics for your notes,

% Meke a concept block model of a computer
mouse using styrofoarn.

Applications

Prodsct prototypes end concent
models

Structures such as nteror and.
archtectural models

Pointofsaie disolays, stands
and leafet holdes

Structures and signoge for
point-oksele dsplays

Acchtectural end inerior
models, etc.

Stuctures such s pointof sale
displays,erchitectal modsts

Bubble pa

Product provotypes anc
concept models

Interior and architectursl models

LD display screen for
prafatype mode's

Wiindows for archtectural
mocels

Wincows in ners
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